Family Distinctives (Romans 8:14-18) 
Proposition: Every person can identify their position in the family by 
recognizing the three family distinctives found in our text. 

I. They are Led by the Spirit (Vs. 14) 

A. The Presence of the Spirit (Vs. 14) 

B. The Pull of the Spirit (Vs. 14) 

II. They are Loved by the Father (Vs. 15-17a) 

A. The Love of Liberation (Vs. 15a) 

B. The Love of Supplication (Vs. 15b) 

C. The Love of Identification (Vs. 16-17a) 

III. They are Lifted by the Son (Vs. 17b-18) 

A. Lifted from Sufferings (Vs. 17b) 

B. Lifted to Splendor (Vs. 17c-18) 
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1) ...degrees of appearance but they all bare the mark of being led 
by the Spirit of God. 


2) ...Spirit of God. Acts 5:32 And we are his witnesses of these 
things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to 
them that obey him. 


3) ...but in the end the southward direction takes over. So it is with 
the child of God. The true flow of a believers life is toward 
holiness, even though there may be the occasional lapses. In 
time the flow heavenward and homeward is resumed. 


1) ...my love is an active love for those of my own house hold. 

2) Romans 8:1-2 There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made me free from the law of sin and death. One author writes: 
"It was not the spirit proper to slaves, leading them again to 
shrink from God in fear as they had done when under the law of 
sin and death, but a Spirit of adoption, a Spirit proper to thoes 
who were being translated from the servile to the familial 
relation to God." 

3) ...address of an adult son who is able to enter into the heart 
mind and will of the Father. In Mark 14:36 Jesus used the exact 
two words when addressing His father in the garden of 
Gethsemane, giving is just a glimpse into the position o f 
intimacy that we hold before the Father as His sons and 
daughters. John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 1 John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God: 

4) ...Christ's by prescriptive right. As "heir of all things," He is the 
sole proprietor of the vast creation of God, and He has admitted 
us to claim the whole as ours, by virtue of that deed of joint- 
heir-ship which the Lord hath ratified with His chosen people. 
The golden streets of paradise, the pearly gates, the river of life, 
the transcendent bliss, and the unutterable glory, are, by our 
blessed Lord, made over to us for our everlasting possession. 
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1) Matthew 10:24 The disciple is not above his master, nor the 
servant above his lord. Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his 
disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me. 

.2) Hebrews 13:13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the 
camp, bearing his reproach. Yet we suffer with Him, not alone 
from Him. And we have the promise from this verse of His lifting 
from suffering. 


